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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application 
where added material is shown in underlined tvpe. deleted material is shown in s trik e out typ e or 
within double brackets; 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of managing tele vision network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

identifying each channel of said plurality of channels that is tuned by at least one receiver of 
said plurality of receivers connected to said network, comprising receiving the channel number 
tuned and the last channel number tuned from each receiver of the plurality of receivers; 

determining if at least one channel of said plurality of channels is not tuned by any one of 
said plurality of receivers; and 

if at least one channel of said plurality of channels is not tuned by any one of said plurality 
of receivers, halting transmission of a program on said at least one channel and broadcasting 
information oth e r thun u program communicatiniLdata services, other than digital video services on 
said at least one channel. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of identifying further comprises; receiving 
a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the channel tuned. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said slop of identifying further comprises; receiving 
a signal from each TceeivcT of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the channel tuned if 
a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel. 
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5. (Currently amended) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

defining a group of channels comprising a subset of said plurality of channels; 

identifying each channel of said group of channels to which at least one receiver of said 
plurality of receivers connected to said network is tuned, comprising receiving the channel number 
tuned and the last channel number tuned from each receiver of the plurality of receivers; 

determining if at least one channel of said group of channels is not timed by any one of said 
plurality of receivers; and 

halting transmission of a program on said at least one channel and broadcasting information 
oth e r than a program communicating data services, other than digital video services on said at least 
one channel if at least one channel of said group of channels is not tuned by any one of said 
plurality of receivers, 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: receiving 
a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the channel tuned. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Original) The method of claim 5 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: receiving 
a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the channel tuned if 
a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel. 

9. (Withdrawn) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

identifying each channel of said plurality of channels that is tuned by at least one receiver of 
said plurality of receivers connected to said network; 

determining if one channel of said plurality of channels tuned is a channel that has been 
reallocated as a data service channel; and 
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if one channel of said plurality of channels tuned by any one of said plurality of receivers is 
a channel that has been reallocated lis a. data service channel, reestablishing broadcast of a program 
on said one channel- 
led (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned. 

11. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9 wherein said step of identifying farther comprises: 

receiving u signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel toned and the previous channel tuned. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned if a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel, 

13. (Withdrawn) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

defining a group of channels comprising a subset of said plurality of channels, 

identifying each channel of said group of channels that is tuned by at least one receiver of 
said plurality of receivers connected to said network; 

determining if one channel of said group of channels tuned by any one of said plurality of 
receivers is a channel that has been reallocated as a data service channel; and 

if one channel of said group of channels tuned by any one of said plurality of receivers is a 
channel that has been reallocated as a data service channel, reestablishing broadcast of a program on 
said one channel. 

14. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 13 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned. 

15. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 13 wherein said step of identifying further comprises': 

ft 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
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channel tuned and the previous channel luned. 

16. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 13 wherein said step oi* identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said-plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned if a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels lo a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

identifying each channel of said plurality of channels that is tuned by at least one receiver of 
said plurality of receivers connected lo said network; 

determining if one channel of said plurality of channels is not tuned by any one of said 
plurality of receivers; and 

if one channel of said plurality of channels is not tuned by any one of said plurality of 
receivers, broadcasting a program on said one channel at a reduced data rate. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 17 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal Irom each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 17 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned and the previous channel tuned. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 7 wherein said step of identifying limber comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned if a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel. 

21 . (Withdrawn) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising; 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

defining a group of channels comprising a subset of said plurality of channels; 

identifying each channel of said group of channels that is tuned by at least one receiver of 
said plurality of receivers connected to said network; 
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determining if one channel of said group of channels is not tuned by any one of said 
plurality of receivers; and 

if one channel of said group of channels is not tuned by any one of said plurality of 
receivers, broadcasting a program on said one channel at a reduced data rale. 

22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned: 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned and the previous channel tuned. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned if a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel. 

25. (Withdrawn) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; £ 

identifying each channel of said plurality of channels that is tuned by at least one receiver of 
said plural ity of receivers connected to said network; 

determining if one channel of said plurality of channels tuned is a channel that has been 
configured to operate at a reduced data rate; and 

if one channel of said plurality of channels tuned by any one of said plurality of receivers is 
a channel that has been configured to operate at a reduced data rate, configuring said one channel to 
operate at a higher data rale. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned. 

27. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
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channel tuned and the previous channel tuned. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method ofclaim 25 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned if a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel. 

29. (Withdrawn) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

defining a group of channels comprising a subset of said plurality of channels; 

identifying each channel of said group of channels that is tuned by at least one receiver of 
said plurality of receivers connected to said network; 

determining if one channel of said group of channels tuned by any one of said plurality of 
receivers is a channel that has been configured to operate at a reduced data rale; and 

if one channel of said group of channels tuned by any one of said plurality of receivers is a 
channel that has been configured to operate at a reduced data rale configuring said one channel to 
operate at a higher data rale. 

30. (Withdrawn) 'ITic method ofclaim 29 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned. 

31. (Withdrawn) The method ofclaim 29 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned and the previous channel tuned. 

32. (Withdrawn) The method ofclaim 29 wherein said step of identifying further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal indicating the 
channel tuned if a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing reception of any channel, 

33. (Withdrawn) A method for managing network bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of receivers 
across said network; 

configuring at least one channel of said plurality of channels to operate at a reduced data 
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rate; 

determining ifa message comprising a commercial message or public service announcement 
is contained in said one channel; and 

if said one channel contains said message, configuring said one channel to operate at a 
higher data rate. 

34. (Withdrawn) A programmable television receiving unit coupled to network comprising: 
a processing unit disposed in said receiving unit; 
a network interface; 
a memory unit; 

a signal combiner operable to combine video information with other information; 
a remote user input device; and 

a program operable to receive a signal from said user input device and to transmit an 
upstream message if said signal enables said receiving unit to transition from a quiescent slate to an 
operational stale. 

36. (Withdrawn) The program of claim 35 wherein said message comprises a receiving unit 
identifier. 

37. (Withdrawn) The program of claim 34 further comprising: 

a routine operable to transmit a message if said signal selects a channel. 

38. (Withdrawn) The program of claim 37 wherein said message comprises a receiving unit 
i den Li Her. 

39. (Withdrawn) The program of claim 37 further comprising 

a routine operable to transmit a message indicating a previous channel i J* said signal selects a 
new channel. 

40. (Withdrawn) The program of claim 39 further comprising: 

a routine operable to transmit a message if said signal enables said receiving unit to 
transition from an operational state to a quiescent state. 
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41. (New) The method of Claim 1 wherein the communicated data services comprise news 
services. 

42. (New) The method of Claim 1 wherein the communicated data services comprise Internet 
access. 
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